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Windows 7 

Licensed Operating System        Volume Downgrade Options

Windows 7 Professional

Windows 7 Enterprise (requires 
Software Assurance)

Windows Vista Business, Windows XP Professional (including Windows XP Tablet PC, and Windows XP x64), Windows 2000 Professional, Windows NT 4.0,  
Windows NT 3.51, Windows 98, and Windows 95

Windows Vista Enterprise, Windows Vista Business, Windows XP Professional (including Windows XP Tablet PC, Windows XP x64, and Multilingual User
Interface Packs), Windows 2000 Professional, Windows NT 4.0, Windows NT 3.51, Windows 98, and Windows 95

Volume Licensing Programs

Microsoft Volume Licensing programs provide the flexibility to downgrade to any prior version of Windows Professional or Windows Enterprise

Licensed Operating System        End User Downgrade Options

Windows 7 Professional

Windows 7 Ultimate

Windows Vista Business
For PCs purchased for a limited time (six months after the general availability of Windows 7 from (OEMs) the OEM End User License Agreement will
include rights to downgrade to Windows XP Professional, Tablet PC, or Professional x64

Windows Vista Ultimate
For PCs purchased for a limited time (six months after the general availability of Windows 7 from (OEMs) the OEM End User License Agreement will
include rights to downgrade to Windows XP Professional, Tablet PC, or Professional x64

Limited end user downgrade rights are specified in the OEM End User License Agreement included with a PC 
purchased with licenses for Windows 7 Professional or Windows 7 Ultimate

Product

Windows 7 Professional Upgrade License (without Software Assurance)

Software Assurance (Includes Windows 7 Enterprise)
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Full Package Product

Windows 7 Availability by Volume Licensing Programme:

Pre-Installed on PC (OEM) Volume Licensing

Windows 7 Professional - Designed for small-midsize organisations - available as upgrade licence through Volume Licensing (Windows 7 Professional is the
successor to Windows Vista Business)
Windows 7 Enterprise -  Designed for Enterprises and businesses that want to optimise their desktop IT Infrastructure.  It is available with Software 
Assurance for Windows

Windows 7 Downgrade Rights by Channel

Upgrade Rights:-
The following operating systems qualify for a Windows 7 Professional Volume Licensing upgrade license:-

Windows Vista (32-bit or 64-bit)
Windows XP Professional (32-bit or 64-bit)
Windows 2000 Professional - Windows NT Workstation 4.0 - Windows 98 (inc. 2nd edition - Apple Macintosh): - qualify under new licences bought via an EA or 
Open Value and/or existing Select/Select Plus, Open Licence Program and Academic

Windows 7 Enterprise
Customers with Windows desktops that are covered by Software Assurance when Windows 7 is released, automatically get the rights to deploy Windows 7 Enterprise to 
those PCs without additional license fees (media fulfilment fees may apply)
Windows 7 Enterprise is a benefit available exclusively to customers with Software Assurance on Windows desktop. Available before the end of 2009, Windows 7 Enterprise 
is built on the Windows Vista foundation

® Windows 7 Ultimate
® 

Windows 7 Professional
® 

Windows 7 Home Premium
® Windows 7 Home Basic

® Windows 7 Ultimate
® 

Windows 7 Professional
® 

Windows 7 Home Premium
® Windows 7 Home Basic
® Windows 7 Starter

® Windows 7 Professional
® 

Windows 7 Enterprise
® 

Windows Desktop Opimization Pack for Software Assurance
® Windows Virtual Enterprise Centralized Desktop

OEM End User License Agreement
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Enhance Security & Control Streamline PC Management Make Users Productive Anywhere

Windows Vista Foundation: Provides 
enhancements that build on the security 
of Windows Vista, such as more-flexible 

UAC (User Access Control) prompt behaviour

Compatibility: The majority of 
applications that work on Windows Vista 

will continue to work on Windows 7
 

Windows Search with Federation: Gives 
users finding documents on the PC or 

SharePoint a consistent experience 

Deployment Tools: Windows 7 allows you 
to maintain images with enhanced offline 
servicing and deploy using less bandwidth 

Internet Explorer 8: Customise Internet 
Explorer 8 with the latest version of the 
Internet Explorer Administration Kit  & 

manage your browser environment with 
more than 100 new Group Policies

Internet Explorer® 8: Provides a faster 
Web experience, plus Accelerators

 and Web Slices

PowerShell 2.0: helps automate repetitive 
tasks easily with graphical editor

Troubleshooting Platform: The platform 
allows you to diagnose and resolve issues 

with built-in or IT-created troubleshooters. 

BitLocker To Go™: Helps protect data 
on removable drives - such as USB keys

BitLocker™: Simplifies setup by 
automatically creating partitions and 

making key management easier 

AppLocker™: Enables IT professionals 
to specify the software allowed to 

run on user PCs

DirectAccess™: Can give mobile users 
seamless access to corporate networks 

without the need for a VPN

BranchCache™: Improves download
 capabilities across the WAN for branch 

office users

Enterprise Search Scopes: Allows IT to 
put links to sites on the Start menu and 

Internet Explorer through advanced 
search UI

VDI Enhancements: Enhancements offer 
an improved user experience for VDI 

through multimonitor user-side printing 
and microphone support

Optimise Your Desktops to Get More 
Control, w/ MDOP:  Get more flexibility 

and control with Advanced Group 
Policy Management; have visibility into 
what is installed on user PCs with Asset 

Inventory Service

Optimise Your Desktops to
streamline management, w/ MDOP: 

Diagnostics and Recovery Toolkit gets 
PCs running again. Desktop Error 

Monitoring lets you spot potential support 
issues early so you can take action

Optimise Your Desktops for More Flexible 
Ways to Work, w/ MDOP: Give users access 
to their applications with App-V and to the 

corporate image with Microsoft 
Enterprise Desktop Virtualisation 

(MEDV) on almost any PC

Key
Features in Windows 7 Professional Additional features in Windows 7 

Enterprise  through purchasing 
Software Assurance

MDOP available to SA customers 
as an additional subscription licence 

A Windows 7 Professional licence purchased 
as an OEM with a new PC can be enrolled 

into Software Assurance using the “SA Only” 
License within 90 days of the PC purchase.
 This grants the rights to deploy Windows 7 

Enterprise on that PC. If the Enterprise 
features are required after this period, 

or an older version (e.g. Windows Vista) 
the appropriate License will be 

the Upgrade/SA option
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